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Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
Thursday, 5th October, 2006 
 
Place: Civic Offices, High Street, Epping 
  
  
Time: 7.30 pm 
  
Committee Secretary: Simon Hill, Senior Democratic Services Officer 

email: shill@eppingforestdc.gov.uk Tel: 01992 564249 
 
 
 
 

 5.a Late Report  (Pages 3 - 24) 
 

  To consider late report of Whipps Cross University Hospital. 
 

 5.b Terms of Reference for the Town Centre and Car Parks Task and Finish Panel  
(Pages 25 - 26) 

 
  For Overview and Scrutiny Committee to agree the Terms of Reference of the Town 

Centre and Car Parks Tasks and Finish Scrutiny Panel which held their first meeting 
on 2 October 2006. 
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Report to Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
 
Date of meeting: 5 October 2006 
  
 
Subject:  Public Concerns About Possible Future Changes to  
Service Levels at Whipps Cross University Hospital 
 
Officer contact for further information:  J Scott 
 
Committee Secretary:  A Hendry, ext.4246 
 
 
Recommendation: 
 
1. To receive and note copies of the report “Fit for the future: Strategic Scenarios” 
as presented to the Boards’ of the NHS Trusts and Primary Care Trusts in the outer 
North East London health economy in July/August 2006, and Briefing Note No. 1 
issued in September 2006. 
 
2. To note the studies taking place which could impact on hospitals providing 
services to residents of this district and in particular Whipps Cross University Hospital 
and King Georges Hospital. 
 
3. To agree to accept the offer of a presentation to the Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee on the programme of representations from the NHS bodies involved. 
 
Report 
 
1. The population of the Epping Forest District is served in the main by two District 
General Hospitals these being Princess Alexandra in Harlow and Whipps Cross in 
Leytonstone.  However, because of the geographical locations of the district some residents 
also receive treatment at King Georges Hospital, Ilford and Oldchurch Hospital, Romford.  
Those latter three hospitals are all now subject to a programme review being led by the North 
East London Strategic Health Authority. 
 
2. The residents of the Epping Forest District seem to be generally unaware that this 
review is taking place and public concern has started to grow following an article which 
appeared in the local newspaper on 24 August 2006.  Members have picked up on these 
concerns resulting in a question at Council on 26 September 2006 (Councillor Knapman). 
 
3. Contact has been made with the North East London Strategic Health Authority to 
register the concerns of the Council that despite the fact that a large percentage of our 
population is served by Whipps Cross Hospital in particular, we have not been included in the 
consultation process. 
 
4. The North East London Strategic Health Authority is now aware of our particular 
interest and has agreed to add us to their stakeholder list.  Further they have offered to 
arrange a presentation to Members if that is considered helpful.  Members are asked whether 
they wish to receive such a presentation. 
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Proposed Term of Reference: 
 
To consider and formulate recommendations on the following issues: 
 
Town Centres: 
 
(i)  the types of town centres that should be encourage in Epping Forest 
(ii)  the key factors affecting the vitality of each of our town centres 
(iii) the steps required to assist and encourage the economies and growth of our 

town centres 
 
Car Parking: 
 
(iv) The development of the new car parking enforcement contract; 
(v) Free parking on Saturdays; 
(vii) The development and future use of car parks 
 
Anti-social behaviour in car parks; 
 
(viii) the extent of anti-social behaviour in car parks and the action taken to date; 
(x) the various technical solutions available should closure of car parks be a 
necessary solution; 
 
 
 
Aims and Objectives: 
 
To gather evidence and information in relation to the topics through the receipt of 
data, presentations and by participation in fact finding visits; 
 
To consult with Partners, Agencies, Stakeholders and Users of the services under 
review, to establish key issues and future need;  
 
To work with the Task and Finish Panel on Crime & Disorder in the consideration of 
Anti-social behaviour in car parks;  
 
To evaluate all relevant facts in relation to the topics under review in an objective way 
and to produce recommendations for future action accordingly; 
 
To establish whether there are any resource implications arising out of the topics 
under review and advise Cabinet for inclusion in the Budget Process 2007/08; and 
 
To report back to Overview and Scrutiny Committee at appropriate intervals and to 
submit any final reports in the proposed Corporate Format for consideration by O & 
S, the Cabinet and Council. 
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